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Which Central Ameri-
can country ranks fifth
onthe world's Environ-
mental Performance
Index and boasts the
greatest diversity of
speciesin the world?
Ifyouanswered Costa
Rica, you've probably
already beenthere.
Sincethecurrencyis
pegged to the dollar,
nowisanidealtime to
go back, or visit for the
first time.

Where to stay:
Hidden away inthe
tropical rain forest
surrounding the Golfo
Duceon CostaRica's
Pacific coastis the
Playa Nicuesa Rainfor-
estLodge (playa-
nicuesa.com). Guests
fly in from San Jose

to one of two small
airstrips on the gulf,
where they are met
andtakenonaZzO-
minute boat ride to the
lodge, whichis acces-
sible only by sea. Ac-
commodation comes
inthe form of six-,
one-, ortwo-bedroom
cabins with private
wraparound verandas
setbackinthetrees
orthe four-bedroom
mango guesthouse,
great for afamily or
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group. The two-story
mainlodgeisa
veritable tree house
thatsoarsintothe
forest canopy with an
airy, open design that
brings the outdoors
inside. A candlelit bar
serves sundowners
while the restaurant
Iswitnesstoasteady
procession of tropico-
latino meals (three
aday areincludedin
the $200/per person,
night rate). At the
lodge's front dooristhe
luminous Golfo Duce,
withits black-sand
beaches and fish-filled
waters. The backyard
isthelush splendor

of the forest, where a
resident naturalist will
introduce youtoits
secrets. Oryoucanjoin
anexpeditionled by
the head chefto forage
forjungle edibles (try
those sweet mag-
gots!). Youcanhike,
kayak, deep-sea fish,
whale-watch, snorkel,
windsurf, andride. Or
youcanstayatthe
lodge andrelax with
yogaor amassage.
Bestofall, the 100%-
solar-poweredlodgeis
aboutasgreenasyou
canget.

Charles
Field-Marsham
runs Kestrel Capital
in Canada. He and his
Kenyan-born wife Rita
visited Playa Nicuesa
with their family last
}?ﬁ{“'.
Eat: “We were
served sashimi
made with tuna we
caught in the Golfo Duce,
but you don’t have to
catch your own to eat
well at the lodge.”

SEEING GREEN
PLAYANICUESA
ISACCESSIBLE
ONLY BY BOAT.
BELOW, THEECO-
RESORT'S PRIVATE
DOCK, AN OPEN
AIRBUNGALOW,
AND KAYAKERS
NEARTHEHOTEL.

goy See: “One adven-

ture saw us walking
up a river, climbing wa-
terfalls with the help of
ropes, and swimming in
the pools at the bottom.
For kids we recommend
avisit to the primate
sanctuary—fun as well
as educational.”

Play: “Don’tgoif

you're squeamish
about snakes and
reptiles or if you need
to go shopping. There’s
sea, sand and sun, but its
probably not for the out-
and-out hedonist.”

The Ten
Best New
Business
Hotels

This spring, Fortune and
Wallpaper* magazine
picked 50 semifinalists
for our Best New Hotels
for Business Travelers
awards. Now our panel
of judges has chosen the
ten winners based on
style, service, business
amenities, and location.
Check them out—or
better yet, check in.

Fasano, Rio de Janeiro
fasano.com.br

Four Seasons,
Alexandria
fourseasons.
com/alexandria
Four Seasons,
Mumbai
fourseasons.
com/mumbai
Haymarket, London
firmdale.com

Hyatt on the Bund,
Shanghai
shanghai.bund.
hyatt.com

Le Meurice, Paris
lemeurice.com

St. George, Rome
stgeorgehotel.it

The Liberty, Boston
libertyhotel.com
The Peninsula, Tokyo
peninsula.com

The Tides, Miami
tidessouthbeach.com

RIO GRANDE
THEFASANQ ON IPANEMA
BEACH TOOK TOPHONORS.



